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There are plenty of exceptional aspects 

to the Ohio University Race for a 

Reason: 1,300+ participants across five 

events in Athens, a virtual race for 

participants anywhere in the world, 

and over $115,000 raised for numerous 

charities and students organizations for 

the second consecutive year. It’s a 

student-led initiative that also ranks as 

the largest charity racing event in 

southeast Ohio. 

None of that would be possible 

without the continued support of 

presenting sponsors and race partners. 

Each event has a unique history and 

relationship with its namesake partner. 

Particularly special to the Ohio 

University Sports Administration 

program is the AMVETS 3k 

Diabetes Walk presented by 

Humana. 

AMVETS is actively involved in the 

Athens, Ohio community thanks to the 

spirited membership of AMVETS Post 

76, and a decade plus relationship with 

the AMVETS Diabetes Research 

Institute at Ohio University. Veterans 

are a high risk group for diabetes, 

so involvement with the Diabetes 

Institute is crucial to the AMVETS 

mission and programs. 

The continued growth of Race for a 

Reason events indicated an 

opportunity to add an event that 

appealed to groups beyond the Ohio 

University community. Thus, in 2014, 

the 3k Diabetes Walk was born.  

In addition to the partnership with 

AMVETS, insurance provider Humana 

joined the 3k Diabetes Walk as the 

presenting sponsor. Humana 

representative Mike Jones highlighted 

how the company relished the 

opportunity to get involved in veteran 

programs at the grassroots level. 

“You can go out and spend tens of 

thousands of dollars to be a title 

sponsor, or you can come somewhere 

like OU where students will do real 

work.” 

Race for a Reason provides a tangible 

way for AMVETS and Humana to 

connect stakeholders with their wider 

initiatives. With over 250 participants 

in the 2015 edition of the AMVETS 3k 

Diabetes Walk presented by Humana, 

it is a growing touch point for both 

organizations and further 

demonstrates a commitment to the 

research and treatment of diabetes. 

Amongst the fold of veteran services 

and programs, Race for a Reason is a 

new and exciting way for both 

organizations to make a lasting impact 

on one of their most important 

initiatives. 

The next iteration of Race for a Reason 

is scheduled for April 23rd, 2016. 

AMVETS, Humana, and their partners 

will look to eclipse the $30,000 plus 

raised for diabetes research in 2015.  

Race for A Reason is the project of 

focus for Ohio AMVETS State 

Commander Mike Pitman, Ohio 

Auxiliary President Cindy Rice, and 

National Sons Commander Dave 

Strittmather. They have created their 

own competition to see who can raise 

more: AMVETS, Ladies Auxiliary, or the 

Sons! 

If you would like more information on 

how to be a part of the AMVETS team 

for Race for a Reason 2016, contact 

Maria Pelino at maria@ohamvets.org.  

http://www.ohioraceforareason.com/
http://www.ohioraceforareason.com/

